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IN 
THIS 
ISSUE 


Interview with 
the Provost 


Resound sat down 
with provost and vice 
president, academic 
Dr. David Zietsma to 
discuss plans for the 
academic year and the 
future of Redeemer. 
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// Letter from the President 
The year 2020 has been like a roller coaster that will go 
down in the history books as an especially tumultuous time. 
Nevertheless, we confess and have witnessed that God has 
been with Redeemer in every peak and valley. 


// Growth Brings Big Changes on Campus 
Current construction and development on campus is a key 
initiative of Learn. Forward. Redeemer University Strategic 
Plan 2025. 


// Welcoming the Largest Incoming Class in 
Redeemer History 
Enrolment is up 13.5 per cent over last year with 358 new 
students for the 2020-2021 academic year. 


// Placement with Purpose 
For fourth-year urban and intercultural ministry student 
Mayita Caiza, faith and compassion go hand in hand and 
came to life throughout her co-op placement. 
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24 // A Bustling, 
Bee-Certified 
Campus 

Redeemer's core 
capstone course 
achieves a new level of 
creation care by making 
its bee friendliness 
official. 


34 // Finding the 
Good Story 

Angela Reitsma 

Bick '01, Redeemer 
University's 2020 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award recipient, knows 
the craft of storytelling 
— not only for its own 
sake, but for building 
community, bonding 
authors and readers, 
and bringing hope in an 
often desperate world. 


44 // Finding 
Hope: Reading 
Scripture as a 
Person of Colour 
New Testament scholar 


and Anglican priest Rev. 


Dr. Esau McCaulley, 
the 2020 Emerging 
Public Intellectual 
Award winner, is 
helping to share Black 
perspectives on biblical 
interpretation. 
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On our print and digital channels, Redeemer 
University's overarching story — its mission 
—resounds. The influence of Redeemer's 
graduates echoes out into their communities, 
their churches and our culture. The ripple 
effects of God's Kingdom are in the lines of each 
story we tell, from the profiles of faculty printed 
on the pages of this magazine to the student 
achievements we celebrate in web stories and 

email newsletters. 


We invite you to join us as we celebrate the 
amazing work that God is doing through 
Redeemer and its graduates. Connect with us not 
only through the magazine but through the year 
at redeemer.ca/resound. 


CONTACT 
Submit a question, suggest a story or change 
your address: communications@redeemer.ca 


PRODUCTION 
The print edition of Resound is published 
twice per year. Digitally, Resound stories are 
published year-round at redeemer.ca/resound. 
Stories are produced, edited and curated by 
the Communications department of Redeemer 
University. 


EDITORIAL & CREATIVE TEAM 
Editor-in-Chief | Josh Sieders 
Managing Editor | Shannon McBride 
Art Director | Jonathan Carmichael 
Writer | Amelia Bowes '15 
Writer | Andrea Reynolds 
Copy Editor | Richard Van Holst '86 


ABOUT REDEEMER 
Redeemer University is a Christian 

undergraduate university offering programs 
leading to bachelor of arts, bachelor of science 

and bachelor of education degrees. From its 
Hamilton, ON. campus, Redeemer has prepared 

graduating classes—the next generation of 

Christian leaders—for more than 30 years. 


POSTMASTER 
Publications Mail Agreement #40040898 


Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to: 
Redeemer University, 777 Garner Road East, 
Ancaster, 

ON. LOK 104 


DISCLAIMER 
Ideas and opinions expressed in Resound may 
not necessarily reflect those of the editors or of 
Redeemer University. 
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HE YEAR 2020 has been like a roller coaster that will 

go down in the history books as an especially tumultuous time. 
Nevertheless, we confess and have witnessed that God has been 
with Redeemer in every peak and valley. 


An update from 
Redeemer’s 
President 


This fall, despite many obstacles brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
we welcomed the largest incoming class in Redeemer’s history. A total of 
896 students chose to participate in Redeemer’s unique offering of Christian 
university education that integrates faith, life and learning. The pandemic 
presented both a challenge and an opportunity for Redeemer to preserve 
learning in community while simultaneously offering a choice to students 
to participate in classes either in person or remotely. Redeemer invested 
significantly in technology over the summer, and faculty and staff have 
worked tirelessly to teach through a dual-delivery model. To my knowledge, 
no other university or college in Canada has attempted dual delivery in a 
way that allows for both physically distanced learning in the classroom and 
remote learning with a presence in the classroom on a screen. Both options 
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Despite many obstacles 
brought about by the COVID-19 
pandemic, we welcomed 

the largest incoming class in 
Redeemer's history.” 


allow students to experience the learning in relationship with others that is 
paramount to the Redeemer experience. 


This past spring, Redeemer launched Learn. Forward. Redeemer University 
Strategic Plan 2025. This new plan includes many exciting initiatives including 
the construction of a new residence and learning facility at the heart of campus. 
We're pleased to have celebrated a groundbreaking ceremony for this project on 
October 1 and expect the building to open in September 2021. The building will 
help to accommodate steady growth in enrolment and will ensure that Redeemer 
can continue its mission on a modern and spiritually vibrant campus. 


Over the summer, Redeemer also launched a new brand. Part of a multi- 

year integrated marketing strategy and also a tactic of Learn. Forward., the 
rebrand dovetailed wonderfully with the name change to Redeemer University 
announced in January. The rebrand process involved significant consultation 
with students, alumni, faculty and staff and resulted in a fresh, modern look 
that anticipates the future while maintaining a connection to Redeemer’s rich 


heritage and unique identity. You'll 
notice some changes to the look and 
feel of this publication as part of the 
rebrand process as well. 


Redeemer has seen both incredible 
upheaval and exciting change 

over the past six months. God has 
been good and we are grateful. We 
continue to place our trust in him 
each day as we seek to educate 
students to follow Christ into their 
callings and every area of life, so 
that others may see the hope that 
is in them. Romans 5 says that it 

is through trials that we develop 
perseverance and character and I 
believe that this has proved true 
this year. We ask for your continued 
prayers for his wisdom and grace 
as we serve him and Redeemer 
students this academic year. @ 


Dr. Robert 
Graham 
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Current construction 
and development 

on campus Is a key 
initiative of Learn. 
Forward. Redeemer 
University Strategic 
Plan 2025. 
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ONSTRUCTION HAS BEGUN 

on a new residence facility with additional 
learning spaces to help accommodate Redeemer's 
enrolment growth. In 2019, Redeemer restructured 
tuition and fees, lowering tuition by as much as 42 per cent 

as part of a plan to encourage enrolment and put Christian 
university education within reach for many more students. 
Since then, enrolment has increased from approximately 690 
students two years ago to nearly 900 this fall. 


The makeup and location of the building, a key tactic of Learn. 
Forward. Redeemer University Strategic Plan 2025, flows directly 
out of Redeemer’s mission to provide an education that integrates 
faith and encompasses all of life and learning. The university’s 
unique communal residence experience enhances students’ 
educational development by shaping them spiritually, emotionally 
and interpersonally. The new facility will have 170 beds in two- 

, four-, six- and eight-student units, each with kitchens and 
common spaces where students will share meals and foster 
relationships with each other. There will also be classrooms and 
breakout rooms on the lower level, another need driven by growth, 
making the new building a true live-and-learn project. 


“In making plans with the architect, it was important to look 

at the bigger picture for the future of Redeemer’s campus,” 

said president Dr. Robert J. Graham. “The placement of the 

new building was chosen to facilitate the kind of campus 
experience we envisioned, one that would support and enhance 
a residential, Christian university education” 


The new residence with learning spaces will be situated 
northwest of, and close to, the academic building and the first 
set of townhouse residences, helping to make campus more 
walkable and bike friendly. This strategic placement is part of 
a larger vision that includes a new entrance into campus from 
Garner Road, east of the academic building, and new parking 
and paving to help direct vehicle traffic away from expanded 
pedestrian walkways, making the heart of campus a more 
inviting place for students to gather. 


The vision for Redeemer’s future has excited a group of donors 
who have pledged $14 million towards the $18.5-million building 
project. In addition to being a key feature of the Redeemer 
experience, housing generates income, and so these generous 
donations offset the cost of the investment, which allows the 
revenue from the building to support Redeemer’s mission and 
operating budget. 


Redeemer has selected Schilthuis Construction from Caledonia 
to construct the new building. Schilthuis Construction is an 
award-winning general contractor in operation since 1952 and 
has experience with many comparable projects including multi- 
unit residential buildings, churches and schools. 


Completion of the project is scheduled for fall 2021, just in time 
for the incoming class. Redeemer celebrated the groundbreaking 
of the new building on October 1 with a small in-person ceremony 
that was also livestreamed. Visit redeemer.ca/construction for 
construction updates. 


Breaking New Ground 


on Campus 


Redeemer celebrated the groundbreaking of its 
residence and learning facility with local dignitaries 
including MPP Donna Skelly, Hamilton Mayor 

Fred Eisenberger and Councillor Lloyd Ferguson. 
Guests also included architect Glenn Reinders, site 
planner Terri Johns and Schilthuis Construction Inc. 
president Henry Schilthuis. Read the full story at 
redeemer.ca/resound/breaking-new-ground- 
on-campus 


Brand New 
Look. Same 
Mission. 


The university has revealed its 
new brand, signalling innovation 
rooted in a rich academic faith 
tradition. 


HILE REDEEMER HAD been working towards a 
refresh of the brand for a number of years, ministerial consent 
for a name change to Redeemer University on January 20, 2020 
made the effort especially timely. 


“Redeemer’s Reformed Christian mission isn’t changing, but the world is, and 
our academic program and overall experience are adapting to meet that change,’ 
said president Dr. Robert J. Graham. The previous strategic plan included new 
degree programs and centres, with particular emphasis on experiential learning. 
Tuition reduction last year set the stage for enrolment growth and the forward- 
looking innovation continued with an exciting and visionary plan for the future 
of Redeemer. “The name change was the final push. The time was right to think 
about how Redeemer University presented itself, and to refresh the brand in a 
way that captures the founding mission with a view to the future” 


Redeemer 


Sani 
S 
= 
© 
ee 
4s 
ee 
a 


wen 


The rebrand was the fourth stage of 
a four-phase integrated marketing 
plan that had begun in 2015. Since 
that time, Redeemer has conducted 
Ontario market research and 
surveyed enrolled and non-enrolled 
students about the brand and the 
university as a whole. Insights were 
applied to marketing along the 

way, understanding that a larger 
rebrand would be an opportunity 

to re-introduce the university to 
those who knew little about it, or 
who misunderstood what the school 
offered. It would also provide a 
platform to reach new audiences. 


THE REBRAND PROCESS 


At the outset, an internal rebrand 
advisory group was formed consisting 
of a student, faculty, staff and 

alumni to represent the university 
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throughout the process. The leadership team was also represented in the 
group, and they were kept informed, along with the Board of Governors at 
various stages throughout the process. The group worked with two different 
agencies during the project. CREW Marketing in Oakville led the group through 
strategy, messaging, focus group research and design direction. Capture Studio 
in Waterdown then worked closely with Redeemer’s internal marketing team to 
design the final logo, brand assets and style guide. 


The project included considerable consultation with many stakeholder groups. 
Students, faculty, staff and alumni were surveyed at the beginning and then 
invited to participate in focus groups midway through the project. “It was clear 
from these groups that Redeemer and its brand meant a lot to them. They were 
open to change and excited about something new, but they also wanted to 
maintain a connection to Redeemer’s rich heritage and unique identity,’ said Josh 
Sieders, acting associate vice president of marketing and communications. 


The new brand refreshes the colours of the previous logo and uses cleaner, 
simpler shapes to modernize it and make it versatile for a digital age. The 

shield icon integrates an R and the shift in shape reveals a U to emphasize the 
university status while making it more unique to Redeemer. Overall, the logo 
maintains a shield and a cross, with traditional serif typography and incorporates 
red and yellow to reference the former brand, but is elevated and made 
significantly different by the addition of a dark blue. 


in| -e-9 he). oe) | a mello) 


Modern logos are intended to identify 
organizations, rather than explain 
them. The logo needs to capture the 
essence of an organization for a fast- 
paced, loud and digital marketplace. 
At the same time, a logo can tell a 
story, and when an audience is ready 
to look deeper, they can discover rich 
symbolism and underlying meaning 
or story. 


The story of Redeemer’s new logo is 
that the world is changing rapidly, and 
Redeemer is changing too, innovating 
within a Christian liberal arts mission 
to provide a relevant education for 
students today and tomorrow. The 
university is also strengthening its 
roots in the Reformed tradition, and 
that anchor and stability is pictured 
by the cross at the centre of a shifting 
shield. As things move around it, Jesus’ 
lordship over all of creation and every 
area of study at the university stands 
resolute and unchanging at the heart 
of it all. As a whole, the logo balances 
a modern, innovative future outlook, 
with a rich established academic and 
faith tradition. 


BRAND EXTENSIONS 


The full academic crest with original 
shield, lamb, palm branches and 
motto will remain a part of the 

brand as a vital element that tells the 
story of the university's history and 
founding mission and will be reserved 
for official academic implementations 
(e.g. graduation, degrees, etc.) @ 
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Welcoming 
the Largest 
Incoming 
Class in 
Redeemer’s 
History 


Enrolment is up 13.5 per 
cent over last year with 358 
new students for the 2020- 
2021 academic year. 


HIS FALL REDEEMER 
welcomed the largest incoming 

class since its establishment in 1982, 
after seeing 14.5 per cent growth 

and the second largest incoming class last year. 

In 2019, the university reduced its tuition by 42 
per cent to $9,800 for Canadian undergraduate 
students. This year, Redeemer’s unique dual- 
delivery model is allowing students to participate 
in person with physical distancing, or remotely 
with a live presence on screen during class. 
Approximately 80 per cent of Redeemer’s students 
are participating in person this fall, while the 
remaining students are participating remotely 
from locations ranging from Ontario to as far away 
as Malaysia and Nigeria. 


“We're pleased to see so many new students 
choosing Redeemer for their post-secondary 
experience,’ says president Robert J. Graham. 
“We believe Redeemer has a unique offering 
- a Christian community where faith is woven 
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throughout the entire university experience - at a price point 
that is affordable for many more students.” 


The incoming class of 358 students includes 283 undergraduate, 
59 bachelor of education and 16 gap-year students in 
Redeemer’s Act Five program. Total enrolment is up 13.5 per 
cent to 896 this year from 789 last year and 689 in 2018. 


“It’s an exciting time for Redeemer students. We are committed to 
investing in a vibrant academic and spiritual campus experience 
that prepares them to make a difference in the world) says Dr. 
David Zietsma, provost and vice president, academic. “And we're 
grateful that even during the pandemic and in a challenging post- 
secondary environment, we are seeing continued momentum in 
terms of Redeemer’s long-term enrolment growth plan” 

Since its tuition restructuring in 2019, Redeemer has seen an 
enrolment increase of over 30 per cent, surpassing targets. 
Growth in the university's health sciences program, over 70 
transfer students, and a large cohort from Western Canada, are 
also helping to boost numbers. 


These trends are leading to big changes at Redeemer, most notably 
with a new residence and learning facility now under construction 
to accommodate the enrolment increase. The makeup and location 
of the building, a key tactic of Learn. Forward. Redeemer University 
Strategic Plan 2025, flows directly out of Redeemer’s mission to 
provide an education that integrates faith and encompasses all 

of life and learning. With 170 beds in multi-student units, and 
classrooms and breakout rooms on the lower level, the new facility 
is scheduled to open by September 2021, when enrolment is 
projected to surpass 1,000 students. @ 
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For this academic year, Redeemer's theme will be 


“My Grace is Sufficient For You” (2 Corinthians 12:9). 


God's grace in Jesus Christ was sufficient for 

iu alow] oles<id (om mre 10 | Mowe) arelanlompalial cua vac larene lintel] |u 
experiences. In the year ahead, the Redeemer 
(oolanlanlelaliavalcne(ellarepicon cr-laanuat-iaGolek-xe|s-lerouls) 
enough for each of us as we seek God's Kingdom 
in every area of life and study. 
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INTERVIEW WITH THE PROVOST 


TRANSITIONS, 
TECH 

ANS Dee ee oe 
OF _LEARNING_IN 
RELATIONSHIP 


rovost and vice president, academic Dr. 
David Zietsma began in his new position 
on April 1, 2020. Since then, he has helped 
lead Redeemer through an evolving global 
pandemic as chair of the university's 
COVID Management Committee. Despite the 

current challenges, he is passionate about Redeemer 
preparing Kingdom-centred, innovative graduates 
who will make a profound impact in a rapidly 
changing, complex and digital world. 


Resound sat down with Zietsma to discuss plans for 
the academic year and the future of Redeemer. 


What a challenging time to start in a new role! 
What are some of the steps you are taking to 
ensure smooth transitions in the academic area 
at Redeemer during the global pandemic? 


It's very difficult to transition to a new role during a 
pandemic. In the transition, | had to deal with two 
things: first, as a new provost, casting my vision for 
the academic experience of students, whether in 
student life or inthe classroom, and how it aligns 
with and helps serve the strategic plan of the 
university; and second, in the short term, continuing 
to deliver on the mission of the school while 

dealing with the uncertainty of the virus and all the 
implications of the lockdown. 

Although | had previously served as dean and 
associate provost, | needed to refresh myself on 
what each area and department was doing and 
responsible for, connecting with people in various 
leadership roles to understand what the systems 
were, and how the processes flowed. | worked closely 
with the academic leadership team to understand 
how we were continuing academic operations as 
we switched to remote learning in March. | stayed 


Whatis the most critical task for you as you 
move forward as Redeemer’s new provost? 


| think the most critical task right now is to continue 
to deliver a high quality academic experience for 
students, and to support faculty and staff during the 
pandemic to effectively serve students in all areas. 
For example, we're looking at how we are serving 
education students, preparing them to be educators 
ina significantly altered environment that may never 
fully go back to the way it was, including how they 
experience practicums and classroom learning. 
Another significant priority is continuing to 
disciple undergraduate students. Students who 
choose Redeemer want their faith integrated into 
their learning. They want to grow in who they are as 
followers of Jesus Christ, while getting the skills and 
knowledge they need to find a calling where they can 
serve him. As Christians, when we see each other 
as created beings who bear the image of God, it 
reflects that we're relational beings, and that learning 
is fundamentally a relational thing. So how can we 
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connected to the Ontario Council of Academic Vice 
Presidents. Being able to hear what others were doing 
was very helpful and | brought that back to Redeemer 
to help inform our decision making. 


yl 
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—————> _ preserve relational learning in Christian community in presence in the class on a screen and the instructor 


the context of a pandemic? The president appointed should be able to see them and call on them by name. 
me chair of the COVID Management Committee, It's an approach focused on engagement in a context 
which is overseeing Redeemer's COVID-19 response, where it could be easier to revert to autonomous 
and is engaged with exactly that - delivering on the and independent online learning models. | think 
academic mission of the university, even in the middle those models sacrifice something that Redeemer's 
of a pandemic, and doing it as safely as we can and Reformed Christian view of education sees as 
essential: that fundamentally we're created beings, 
" and that learning and growing is something we do in 
Faculty and staff have worked hard to develop relationship pe ae Reese cee Not 
Lae Me WERE REE e ee L MINS MEN Mews DENCE TNS LENKA NN syed ue Ox 4eua Foes AEN SNe Toads ERE AR OE aR Ee SEER NS as that that can never happen, but ina spiritually vibrant 
aviable option for students this fall through our learning context, true flourishing is something that 
occurs in relationship. Hard conversations, critical 


thinking and problem solving happen when we engage 


unique dual-delivery method.” each other authentically 


eee ee ee ey We also need to push forward on the strategic plan. 
The plan is about preparing students for challenges like 


without compromising relational learning. It's been the pandemic. How do we prepare students to flourish, 
the overriding priority so far. to serve God, to reflect his love in a complex digital 
Faculty and staff have worked hard to develop a world, a world where relationships happen in person 
viable option for students this fall through a unique and via screens? The strategic plan seeks to deepen 
dual-delivery method. | am not aware of another those skills to continue to build a foundation for student 
school in Canada that has taken this approach for and graduate success. It ensures we have the kinds of 
almost all classes. We've invested significantly in this facilities that make it possible to prepare students and 
innovative approach, preserving the relational learning to serve them well in their academic program and their 
community, and doing it as safely as we can with campus life experience. It seeks to create the kind of 
physically distanced classes. A significant number of culture that invites everybody - all employees, staff and 
students will participate in classes remotely, having a faculty - into Redeemer's mission. And this mission is 


not just about securing a great career for 
students and graduates, but preparing 
them to make the kind of difference in 
those careers that actually changes 
people's lives and gives them a sense of 
hope, purpose, joy and meaning. 


What are some of the changes 

you see coming in the next few 
years as the university's enrolment 
continues to grow? 


There will be a lot of changes. The 
campus will look different with the 
addition of a new residence building, 
which is really a live-and-learn facility. 
It will hopefully house the centre for 
innovation and entrepreneurship, 
including potentially a makerspace for 
students to use as they seek to carry 
out their academic work and research. 
As we build new living and learning 
spaces and renovate existing spaces, 
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we want to make sure that the look and feel of the 
campus reflects what we are, which is an academic 
learning community that values relationships in the 
learning process. 

We're also hoping to see legislative changes to 
the university's charter that will allow us to grant new 
degrees and create new degree pathways here at 
Redeemer. We want to build on the strengths of the 
liberal arts and science undergraduate education, 
enhancing those programs and being innovative in 
the kinds of programs we're delivering. We want to 
ensure that young Christian students who want an 
undergraduate degree can, in many cases, find their 
program of interest at Redeemer. That doesn't mean 
we can offer every program. It means we're going 
to have to be strategic and focused about what 
programs we're going to offer, so that we're able to 
deliver high quality programs. 

I'm hoping people see a busier campus, an 
exciting, vibrant campus alive with student activity, 
chapels that are overflowing, prayer groups meeting 
on campus, people thinking about where God is 
calling them to serve and how he can use their 
education to prepare them for that. | hope we become 
known for being an innovative place that delivers a 
university education where people take note of how 
highly skilled and what deep thinkers and people 
of character Redeemer's students are. In the end, 
| believe Redeemer's graduates will have a positive 
impact on their communities, on their places of work 
and on people's individual lives so that they too can 
come to have the hope that we have in Jesus Christ. 


What do you feel must remain the same at 
Redeemer as we move forward? and teamwork skills, we want them to also be 
developing leadership, character and life skills too. 
Redeemer has been doing those things well and | 
would want them to continue. 

We must continue to do research from a Christian 
perspective. It's not a valued thing in our culture, but 
Redeemer faculty do outstanding research. It's the 
kind of research that makes a difference in people's 
lives. We must remain committed to that. We need 


One thing that must remain the same is the 
institution's Reformed Christian mission and how 
we work that out in the classroom. That's really 
critical. We need to build on it and strengthen it, but 
| wouldn't want the commitment to that to change. 

| believe the school’s commitment to 
relationships should remain the same. | want faculty 


to continue to know their students, especially those 
in their programs. It's a critical part of the learning 


experience. | wouldn't wan 


t to see the campus life 


model change either, where students live together 


in groups and form close r: 


elationships that are often 


spiritually energizing. Even as they are getting an 


amazing experience in the 


ir undergraduate program 


and learning the critical-th 


inking, problem-solving 


to find ways to do it sustainably and be prepared 


to 


meet challenges concerning resources for it. When 


we perform research from an integrated Christia 


n 


perspective, it drives us to ask hard questions an 


dto 


make a meaningful difference through how we seek 


answers to those questions. 


Finally, | want to see us maintain and strengthen 


the core program. The core attempts to be holistic 


~ 
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“We are in the process of learning about how to 


and helps engage students in deeper conversations 
about faith and learning and about how a Reformed 


Christian worldview impacts their learning and living. 


It's critical that we maintain a broad liberal arts and 
sciences education that helps provide students with 
adaptable thinking. 


What has Redeemer learned from journeying 
through the COVID-19 crisis that will serve its 
students in the future? 


It's interesting to consider how the digital revolution 
that we've been living through will impact learning in 
higher education. We are in the process of learning 
about how to better integrate technology into the 
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classroom and to do that without sacrificing what's 
most important to us: the fact that we are created 
beings and the importance of being in relationship 
with each other. 

Part of the new core program launched a few 
years ago was a course on Being and Knowing in the 
Digital Age. I'm keen to ensure that the objectives 
we set out in setting up the course are being met. 
How are we engaging students in understanding 
the impact of a digital world on their sense of 
personhood, especially when this technology is 
now pervasive? Further to what the course does, 
| think we need to be asking as an organization how 
we ensure that post-secondary education remains 
vibrant in an age that values technology as a solution 
rather than as a tool. | hope we learn that technology 
can be a useful tool, but that it doesn't have to be 
the solution and that we can maintain the faculty- 
student relationships that are invaluable to the 
learning experience. We're in the process of learning 
how to do that. The entire post-secondary sector is 
trying to learn that lesson right now. 

In Redeemer's case, the university's Christian 
mission provides us with a unique and different 
perspective. We don't educate people for 
education's sake. We do it because we think we can 
make a difference in the world. We do it because it 
serves God's Kingdom, brings him glory and helps 
students develop a foundational worldview for their 
whole lives, including where they're called to serve. 


Technology is not the answer to the problem of 
how to educate, but | think we need to be prepared 
to understand that it is going to be a significant 
element in how education is delivered. Different 
things have been adding to the learning experience 
for many years. Technology is another tool. 

If I've learned anything personally, it's that the 
need to understand where technology fits is not 
going away. It will take resources and strategic 
thinking to figure out where it fits best. 


What makes Redeemer academics sucha 
unique offering for students? 


At the undergraduate level, we're trying to make 
Jesus the centre of the learning experience. The 
verse that hangs inthe Commons is: He is before 
all things, and in him all things hold together. 
(Colossians 1:17) That's not something you can 
find at just any university in Ontario. Undergraduate 
students come here because they have a desire to 
grow in their relationship with Christ. We want that 
desire to come alive and be vibrant and grow in the 
classroom. Most Redeemer students will tell you 
that that's their experience. That's what makes us 
unique and we want to build on that. 


We generally have small classes where students 
and instructors get to know each other and learn in 
relationship with each other. That brings a personal 
and spiritual vibrancy to the learning process that 
we hope engages students deeply. | hope that flows 
through their whole campus life experience, through 
chapel, dorm devos, student service opportunities, 
student clubs, student leadership and student 
senate, so that altogether Redeemer is a truly unique 
and holistic Christian academic community. 


— — 


Despite challenging circumstances, what 
excites you about the future of Redeemer? 


Leading the external relations area for five years gave 
me a real window into just how much a place like 
Redeemer is desired and needed. Some things that 
excite me are seeing growth in the student body in part 
due to the opportunity to make Redeemer affordable 
for more families by a restructuring of tuition. I'm 
excited about the ability to move forward on a strategic 
plan that's going to help the campus be more relevant 
and meaningful. I'm also excited to add new programs, 
and possibly new degrees, that students want to 
engage in from a Christian perspective. 

As the student body grows, I'm excited about 
finding staff and faculty who are enthusiastic about 
what we're doing and want to be part of this amazing 
mission. In my time in leadership at Redeemer, it's 
been an amazing experience bringing new people 
on board, seeing their enthusiasm and seeing how 
their attributes and skills can help strengthen teams. 

Seeing students graduate, hearing the stories 
of the difference they've made, being able to share 
those stories and knowing that we can do that 
or more students and graduates are all things 
that give me energy and keep me going in the 
ace of daunting challenges. I'm excited about the 
vision that we have to graduate Kingdom-centred 
innovators who will be able to reflect the hope and 
ove of Jesus. I'm excited that when we look around 
at what could be a very challenging context, where 
there's brokenness, hurt, pain, dysfunction, fear, 
isolation and fragmentation in the world, our hope 
comes from the cross and knowing that one day 
Jesus will return and all things will be made new. 

f you can participate in graduating cohort after 
cohort of people who are going to share that 
message, what's more exciting than that? @ 
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Placement 
ith P 


ol amieleladat 

year urban and 

intercultural ministry ere | 
student Mayita LANDED her 


placement through 


Ca iza fa i t h 2a n d Redeemer’s connection 


with Wesley Housing Services, 


co m pa SS I @) al g (@) h rs | al d anon-profit organization that . 


serves the homeless population in 


i al al an d an d (or>}aal= to Brantford. According to Wesley's 


website, their services are “based 


| ife t h mele fe] al re) The al er on a collaborative approach with 


tenants, families, service providers, 

ze | t community supports and the wider 
co-O Pp Pp = Tota al-ale community.’ Caiza noted that her 
colleagues at Wesley Housing 
Services have taught her more about 
community by bringing genuine 
perspective to the real-life situations 
that clients live through. 


Redeemer’s Centre for Experiential 
Learning and Careers (CELC) has 
made finding co-op placements 
easier for students looking 

for real-world experience in 
their education. CELC’s hope 

for students in the urban and 
intercultural ministry program 
is that they “gain awareness, 

as well as necessary tools, to 
serve effectively in churches and 
community organizations.” 
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Caiza experienced these advantages 
firsthand in her placement. Besides 
the knowledge gained from her 
studies in urban and intercultural 
ministry, Caiza found that she 
acquired other valuable skills 

with learning how non-pro 
organizations operate, she also 
grew in her communication and 
interpersonal skills. “I have had 

to learn to communicate more 
effectively and relate to people 

in situations that are not ideal? 
Caiza added. 


Though she worked with many 
clients during her time at Wesley 
Housing Services, Caiza points 

to one moment that stands out 
among them all. She recounts 

the first time she was able to find 
housing for a woman who had been 
staying at the shelter for a long 
time. Through an assisted housing 
program that also helps with 
medications and therapy, Caiza was 
able to find her a place to stay. “It 
was a surreal moment going with 
her to her new home, as she hadn't 
had her own place for years.” 


elatela=\(eh<-mxeon el-te)e)(-aia) 
Jhdelond ie) al-mdalehme|a-ale)a(el-\o| mm 


Throughout her placement, faith played a significant role and had a huge 
impact on her work. During uncertain times, Wesley adapted to the COVID-19 
measures that had to be implemented to protect both the service workers 
and the clients. The organization recognized the importance of mental health 
during the pandemic and made it a priority. As she reflected on her faith’s 
role in all this, Caiza stated, “It has given me security and peace in uncertain 
times. It also gave my placement a purpose” @ 


ce- 


ekek 3 - 


ROM THEIR 
RELIABLE 
pollination habits to 
their production of 
delicious honey, bees are integral 
to our ecosystem. This comprises 
the mission behind Bee City 
Canada, an organization whose 
goal is “to inspire cities, towns, 
First Nations, schools, businesses 
and other organizations to take 
action to protect pollinators.” 
According to Dr. Darren Brouwer, 
associate professor of chemistry, 
it’s an initiative that has piqued the 
interest of Redeemer faculty and 
staff for quite a while. 


“There was never really a place to 
do it in terms of courses,” he says. 
“Then, last winter, I was teaching 
our new core capstone course and 
had designed a set of projects that 
focused on Redeemer’s campus. 
Pursuing the bee certification 
seemed like a perfect fit.” 


The core capstone course (CTS 410) 
is the culmination of Redeemer’s 
formative core curriculum. In their 
final year, senior students gather 
from their various programs to work 
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on an open-ended project that draws on each student's individual disciplines 
while fostering valuable skills such as teamwork, project management and 
entrepreneurial thinking. Because there are certain requirements that 

must be met before a campus can become bee certified, it was the ideal 
undertaking for a semester-long project. 


“It turns out we've actually met most of the requirements already by using 
little to no pesticides in our groundskeeping and growing native plants, which 
are really attractive to pollinators,” explains Brouwer. “We also have an apple 
orchard in the back and a couple of open water sources, so it turns out that 
we were already well on our way.” 


Although Brouwer remained closely involved, the majority of the project was 
carried out by a dedicated group of students. Group member Tina Cook, a 
recent health sciences and chemistry graduate, was able to fulfil her long- 
held desire to help the bee population. 


“You hear all the time about the bee crisis and how bees are so important to 
our earth,’ she says. “But, I never knew there was a way I could get personally 


“We're supposed to have dominion 
over creation. This doesn’t mean 


‘to dominate,’ but ‘to take care of’. 


involved. This project allowed me 
to jump in and at least contribute a 
little bit” 


Working with Bee City Canada, 
which involved a hands-on approach 
that produced real-world results, 
was previously missing from Cook’s 
undergraduate studies. 


“It was really cool that we got to start 
a project, watch its progress and then 
see the final product. It was definitely 
different than anything I’ve done at 
Redeemer or any other school” 


Along with reduced pesticide use and 
plentiful native plants, a huge part 

of making Redeemer a hospitable 
environment to pollinators was the 
group’s innovative bee hotels. 


“We placed about five of them all 
over campus behind the cafeteria 


7, oe 


and the library, and even a couple 
back in the orchard and the teaching 
garden, explains Cook. “They're just 
little wooden structures where bees 
without colonies or hives can go and 
lay their eggs.” 


Before wrapping up the semester, 
the group created educational 
resources for the Redeemer 
community. This included putting 
up posters around campus, posting 
informational descriptions by the 
bee hotels and making a list of ideas 
for National Pollinators Week, a 
time set aside around the world 

to increase the appreciation and 
protection of pollinators. Because 
this celebration takes place in the 
fall, it has been left in the capable 
hands of SEEDS, Redeemer’s 
environmental club. 


The group’s efforts paid off, and 
Redeemer is now a proud bee- 
certified campus. The benefits to 
pollinators and the environment 
as a whole are, according to Cook, 
an undeniable part of a faithful 
Christian life. 


“We're supposed to have dominion 
over creation. This doesn’t mean ‘to 
dominate; but ‘to take care of’ We 
say that bees are so important to our 
ecosystem, but there are many things 
we do that aren't good for them. As 
Christians, we should always watch 
out for the little guy while taking care 
of God's creation” @ 
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Despite her time 
being cut short 

due to COVID-19, 
fourth-year student 
Anna Bailey still 
experienced 
tremendous 
personal, academic 
and spiritual growth 
while studying 
abroad at Oxford 
University. 


AVING GROWN 
UP in the nearby 

city of Cambridge, 
Ontario, fourth-year 
student Anna Bailey always knew 
about Redeemer. However, when 
considering her options for post- 
secondary education, she feared that 
attending a school so close to home 
didn’t present enough opportunity 
for adventure. This perception 
quickly changed after a conversation 
with her dad. 


“I remember him telling me that 
[Redeemer] had a really good 
English program, which he knew 


I wanted to study, and that I could 
study abroad at Oxford,” she says. 
“That was the first thing that 
caught my attention, so as soon 
as I got into Redeemer, the Oxford 
Programme was something that 

I really wanted to do?’ 


Along with the excitement of 
immersing herself in a new culture, 
Bailey appreciated taking in-depth 
courses in drama and theatre that 
complement her English studies 

at Redeemer. 


“Diving into one area helped me 
clarify what I like about English 
while improving my close reading 
skills. The Christian perspective 

I gained at Redeemer piqued 

my interest in viewing humans 

as storytellers and seeing how 
everyone has a meta-narrative that 
gets expressed in their lives and 
art. It was really interesting to see 
how that plays out in big questions 
about literary analysis, such as why 
we should still study someone like 
Shakespeare.” 


The transition was made easier 
by the community around her. 
Although she and her classmates 
attended classes at Oxford 
University, they lived with host 


families in Charlbury, a nearby town of 2,830 residents that she describes 
as looking like “somewhere out of a movie.” In fact, being a part of her host 
family’s daily routine is one of the things that made her time in England so 
memorable. 


“My host family had a couple of kids my age, and one of my favourite things 
was honestly just getting off the train after class and going home to hang out 
with them and join the family for dinner” 


As she had envisioned when starting her undergraduate career, Bailey had 
ample opportunity for adventure. This included some exploring related to her 
second area of study, music. 


“My friend who’s also a music student came to visit, and during a day trip 
to London, we visited the composer Handel’s former home and went to 
Westminster Abbey to see some of the graves of musicians we'd learned 
about. That was a really big deal because it helped me feel close to the 
material I’ve studied” 


“THE CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE 

I GAINED AT REDEEMER PIQUED MY 
INTEREST IN VIEWING HUMANS AS 
STORYTELLERS.” 


Since this was her first time living far away from home and not seeing her 
family for several months, Bailey naturally began the program with some 
apprehension. Falling in love with England led to tremendous growth in her 
confidence, especially when it came to international travel. 


“Although I was there with a group of friends and lived with a host family, 
[had a lot of independence. I discovered that I really do like to travel, even 

by myself. England’s a really good place to do that because it’s easy to walk 

to places and learn the train system. It was fun for me to see how much I liked 
being outside my comfort zone in that way.” 


Bailey also credits her time at Oxford for refining her academic skills and 
interests, something she hopes to carry into the future. 


“I learned that I don't like focusing on drama as much as fiction or poetry. 
In terms of research and writing, I figured out what I’m good at and what 
I need to work on during fourth year and beyond” 


When it comes to other students who hope to study abroad, Bailey advises 
them to take the chance to grow independently while forging deeper 
connections with those around them. 


“Take advantage of where you are as much as possible. While exploring on your 


own can be a good idea, being in a new place is the perfect setting to bond with 
your classmates, even those with whom you don't expect to bond” @ 
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Equipped for 
Crisis through 
Residence 
Living 

Third-year student Helana Mulder 
reflects on lessons learned while 
living in residence and how they 


equipped her to move back home 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 


MOVED OUT of my parents’ home three 
years ago, living in dorms and student houses 
surrounded by friends and peers. Throughout these 
three years, I have learned interpersonal skills 
and habits that have helped me live in community with others 
and grow to love the independence that comes with living on 
my own. Because of this, the idea of moving back home for an 
undetermined amount of time because of the pandemic was not 
something that appealed to me; however, it had to happen. 


When I first realized that I would be moving back into my 
parents’ house, I was frustrated. I didn’t want to go back to 
living with brothers instead of friends and losing the freedom 
I experienced in Hamilton. I had grown so used to my life at 
Redeemer that I was not ready to go back to that lifestyle. 


Over the course of seven weeks, I found that living back at 

home was not as hard as | thought it would be. It gave our family 
an opportunity to grow closer through game nights, movie 
nights, at-home church services, and time spent together being 
present. The church services specifically were beneficial to my 
family because it was dedicated time to spend together with 
God and without distractions. They soon became my favourite 
part of the week. 


My time living with roommates prepared me for living with siblings 
again. Dorm life at Redeemer forces you out of your comfort zone 
and teaches you how to live in community, even if you don't get 
along with everyone. One of the biggest things I learned during the 
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time in my dorms involved dishes. Ask any Redeemer 
student about dishes and I’m sure you'll get a laugh, 
an eye roll or a rant about “dishues”. The idea of 
keeping the kitchen space clean may seem like a 
small lesson, but it is often the source of the most 
conflict in dorms. 


“Ask any Redeemer 
student about dishes 


and I’m sure you'll get 
a laugh, an eyeroll or 


a rant about ‘dishues’.” 


What it really boils down to, however, is respect for 
the living space and people youre sharing that space 
with. Dishes can often be a source of conflict, even 
at home with my siblings as we argue over who will 
wash and dry after dinner. Dorm life taught me what 
my mom has been saying for years: “see a need, fill a 
need”, and it took moving back home for that lesson 
to finally sink in. This tiny chore has transitioned 
into respect and care for other areas of life, including 
the people I’m living with. 


Those weeks at home felt almost like time in 
another dorm that I had to adjust to - even though 
the dormmates were family. I had to adjust my 
habits to the people I was living with so that we 
could all have a healthy, loving living space. Looking 
back, I would most likely never have grown if I had 
not spent so much time living in community. @ 


The Art 
of the Pitch 


Fifth-year business student 
Matthew Schoenmaker 
recently competed in the 
Great Canadian Sales 
Competition. 


S ONE OF the 19 finalists for 
this year’s Great Canadian Sales 
Competition (GCSC), Matthew 
Schoenmaker believes that 
Redeemer’s business department helped set him 
apart from the competition. 


The GCSC is a way for students from all over Canada 
to use their business and sales skills to represent a 
company while competing against other contestants. 
Redeemer’s involvement started with Dr. Vahagn 
Asatryan, associate professor of business, hearing an 
ad on the radio. He reached out to the organization 
and was invited to attend the finale in Toronto the 
following year to learn more about the competition. 
When this year’s competition was about to start, 
Asatryan approached several students who had 
shown interest in sales and marketing. 


“After Matthew expressed interest in participating, I coached 
him outside of class and I connected him with an experienced 
salesperson who could give him more insight and advice,” 
Asatryan commented. 


Each contestant created a two-minute pitch that showcased 
their personality and ability to engage an audience. A quarter of 
the contestants advanced to the next round, where they would 
partner with a company. They were divided up into 19 groups 
and given a case study to analyze. After creating a pitch for 
their company, one student was chosen to represent each of the 
companies in the final round. 


The final round, which took place in September, was a live 
10-minute sales meeting where Schoenmaker competed against 
the other 18 undergraduate and graduate students. He was 
chosen to represent Clearbanc, a Toronto-based growth capital 
firm. While he did not win the grand prize, he says it was an 
incredible opportunity to meet people in some well known 
organizations. 


Schoenmaker says he could not have made it so far without 

his experience in the business program. “The entire business 
faculty has done an amazing job preparing business students to 
think strategically: not only to identify problems, but to create 
solutions. Being a smaller university has allowed us to better 
our presentation skills in a greater number of scenarios. This 
definitely gave me an advantage.” 


Asatryan also commented on how Redeemer’s size and 
environment allow opportunities for students to gain 
experience and learn skills that will be valuable when they 
leave university. He was able to reach out to Schoenmaker 
and others because of “the relational nature of business 
education at Redeemer,” 


Mentors’ relationships are valuable in business and can 
provide important connections. Because Asatryan connected 
him with some experienced colleagues, Schoenmaker was 
able to receive more advice and guidance throughout the 
competition. “This competition allows you to meet some of 
Canada’s largest employers who are all interested in hiring 
the next generation of sales and business professionals. 

Dr. Asatryan also put me in touch with some amazing 
mentors along the way and I’m actually working in a co-op 
position with one of them now!” 


Along with the relational atmosphere, Redeemer offers a 
Christ-centered education. Asatryan comments, “Teaching in 
the business program is guided by Christian principles of love- 
service, stewardship, and the virtues of justice, peace-making, 
joy, mercy and forgiveness -— all these working together for 
human flourishing and to the glory of God.” In such a cut-throat 
world, these ideas can help separate an individual from the 
competition. @ 
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Redeemer Voices 


Donna Rumble is a mature student enrolled 

in first year courses at Redeemer. She is a wife, 
mother, nurse and now once again, a student. 
She hopes that the challenges she faces will 
make her stronger. Donna is appreciative of the 
warm welcome she has received at Redeemer. 


Home Base 


| was born in Georgetown, 
Guyana and migrated to Canada 
at the age of nine. | lived in 
Hamilton for 21 years, moved 

to Mississauga for 12 years and 
have been living in Oakville for the 
past two years. 


|am inthe bachelor of biblical 
and theological studies program, 
and would like to major in 
business as well. 


Stimulating Subject 
Matter 


The most interesting thing 
that | have learned at 
Redeemer so far is that 
taking the test is better than 
getting a zero. 


One thing that makes me unique 
is my ability to forgive those who 
have done me wrong. 
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| went through a period of 
depression and my faith 
became very meaningful to 
me. During the initial stages 

of my depression, | started to 
write on my wall. My writings 
consisted of Bible verses, 
song lyrics, affirmations and 
messages to God. There was a 
point when getting out of bed 
was challenging and my weight 


gain was a constant reminder of 
where | was at. It became very 
dark, really quickly. | believed 
that God knew where to find me. 
| communicated with him the 
best way | could. | was able to 
get up out of bed and started 
making small steps towards my 
recovery. | am still on my journey, 
but lam not alone. 


In Conversation 
with Christ 


When | see Jesus face to face 
one question | would like to ask 
him would be, "What makes me 
unique from everyone else?” 


SCeYo(=t-Van\=1 a Mel (=) 


My favourite thing about 
Redeemer is sitting in the 
dining hall doing schoolwork, 
and occasionally looking out 
the window at the landscape. 
There is peace here. @ 


WHERE DO YOU 
SEE YOURSELE 


Alumni meet with students to 
share from their experiences at 
a mentoring event in March. 
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Redemptive Journalism 
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NGELA REITSMA BICK shines as an alumna who has 
championed and elaborated on Redeemer’s mission to pursue a 
wide and deep vision of Christ's redemptive work in every area of 
culture. Leanna Nightingale 18, Alumni Council president, says, 
“Angela has shown an exceptional effort when it comes to having the Christian 
voice heard from a Reformed perspective. We are incredibly honoured to be 
able to reward Angela, as we know she represents Redeemer to its core” 


But it’s not just Bick who shines. “I’m an editor first, she says, explaining 

the leadership role she has held at Christian Courier (CC) since 2009. “I love 
to help someone take an idea or story and make it better. I want to publish 
meaningful articles - stories that touch readers, that stick in their heads, that 
they talk about with others.’ It’s a unique style of faith-based journalism that 
has resonated with readers across Canada. 


In her work-from-home office, Bick also helps new authors develop. “If I see 
a good idea from a new writer, I will revise, restructure - do whatever it takes 
to bring it to print.” Bick has seen many of her writers win national awards, 
while her own work has received three Word Awards in different categories 
as well as the Canadian Church Press’s A.C. Forrest Memorial Award for “The 
Stained-Glass Ceiling” She was also recognized by the Word Guild in 2018 for 
publishing content that promotes social justice. 


One example of empowering new writers that she tells is of a friend of 

a friend of her sister - a woman who lives in Wuhan, China. She posted 
something encouraging on her Facebook page mid-March, early on in the 
COVID-19 crisis, when lockdown was just beginning in Canada. Bick helped 
this aspiring author turn her thoughts into a story of faith and hope from 
“ground zero” of the coronavirus, and then published it in CC. This writer was 
interviewed by other media, and her story helped worried readers - many of 
whom wrote letters to the editor expressing appreciation for such a timely, 
redemptively poised story. 


The adjective “redemptive” is important to Bick, especially after the philosopher 
Calvin Seerveld described her work as “redemptive journalism,” In the news 
industry, which faces steep odds in the age of the internet, this perspective 
gives deeper meaning to the hard work of vying for readers’ attention. 


34 resound | FALL 2020 


“Absorbing all the news of the 
world,’ Bick says, “this notion of 
‘redemptive journalism’ keeps me 
from being overwhelmed by its 
pain and suffering; it encourages 
me to look for those places where 
God is bringing healing, hope and 
restoration. And where we are 
invited to join him!” 


“Good Christian journalism extends 
that hope and that invitation,’ 

Bick says. Christian Courier, now 
celebrating 75 years of persistent 
witness through writing, publishes 
news that “goes deep and can 
deepen your faith,’ as a recent 
tagline says. Instead of me- 
centered media, it invites readers 
to “dive into the deep current of 
faith-forming, truth-tracking and 
hope-heralding news - covering 
current events and questioning 
cultural currents.” 


In Bick’s tenure with the paper, CC 
has expanded to a full-fledged online 
media presence; developed a sharp, 
joyqey Cots} (oy or-1m Cole) em-vo(e Morel (coy e-1KoCe-| 
wider diversity of writers, including 
younger writers, more women 
writers and writers from all across 
Canada. Along the way, Redeemer 
alumni and faculty have served as 
contributors, co-editors, board 
members, donors and readers. 


Bick graduated from Redeemer in 
2001 and received her master’s in 
English from Queen’s University in 
2004. In fact, it was while working 
back at Redeemer in 2008 as the 
writing centre director and adjunct 
professor, Bick was approached to 
consider the editorship of Christian 
Courier. Undecided, she turned to 
colleague Hugh Cook for advice. 
Remarkably, he pulled an index card 
from his pocket, on which he had 
scribbled earlier: “Angela Bick - 
Christian Courier?” 


The liberal arts approach at 
Redeemer was formative for Bick. 
“At first, as an editor trying to cover 


Angela 
Reitsma Bick '01, 
Redeemer University’s 
2020 Distinguished Alumni 
Award recipient, knows the craft 
of storytelling - not only for its own 
sake but for building community, 
bonding authors and readers, 
and bringing hope in an 
often desperate 
world. 


Seeing 
Cultures 
through New 
Lenses 


As an undergraduate, 

Dr. Heather DeHaan '96 took 
a history class that shaped 
her education and led her ona 
journey into foreign lands. 


ISTORY TEACHES 

IMPORTANT life lessons for those 

who will listen. And Heather DeHaan ’96 

has very good ears. After taking retired 
professor Dr. James Payton’s Eastern Orthodox Tradition 
course, a new world opened up to DeHaan that she had 
never heard of before. 


Through the Christian College Coalition, DeHaan worked 
in Russia sharing the Christian faith after graduating from 
Redeemer. “The people with whom we shared, taught us 
about modesty, resilience and ourselves. There's nothing 
more educational than seeing yourself and your culture 
through someone else’s eyes and culture.” Her time serving 
prompted her to devote herself to studying Russia and its 
culture, spending six years in the former Soviet Union and 
four years in Russia. 


After graduating from Redeemer, DeHaan earned an 
MA and PhD in history from the University of Toronto. 
She now works as associate professor of history at 
Binghamton University, teaching Russian, eastern 
European and Eurasian history. After studying Russia 
for so many years, DeHaan began to steer her interests 
towards the history and multi-ethnic diversity of 
Azerbaijan. As she studied the culture, she found it was 
told only from the Russian perspective. “The Russian 
Empire and the Soviet Union alike were multi-ethnic 
spaces with particularly significant Muslim and Jewish 
communities, along with other Christian communities. 
So, I sought another lens through which to look into the 
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history of that region, even if this required spending time 
in another language, culture and space.” 


Many of her students at Binghamton University come 
from New York City and surrounding areas that have 
experienced significant immigration from eastern 
Europe. She commonly has Uzbek, Tajik, Azerbaijani, 
Georgian, Armenian, Ukrainian, Polish, Ashkenazi Jewish, 
Bukharin Jewish, Bosnian, Russian and other students of 
east European heritage. “My classes help these students 
unpack who they are, which is framed by how we tell 
stories both about ourselves and about others, as well as 
the events themselves.” 


DeHaan travelled to Azerbaijan in 2019 on a Fulbright 
Fellowship from the US Department of State. There, 

she hoped to hear first-hand about multi-ethnic 
neighbourhood life in the Soviet period. Unfortunately, the 
COVID-19 pandemic cut her work short, but she gained 
valuable information that she hopes to include in a book. 


Ultimately, DeHaan desires to continue the liberal 

arts tradition Redeemer instilled in her. “I want what 
I’m teaching to help my students to grow as complete 
persons, starting with this scholarly examination of 
eastern European peoples and identities and how they 
formed and how they have been understood and often 
misunderstood.” @ 


The Ethics 
of Germline 


Editing 


A c 7a 


As part of his master of arts 
In philosophy at McMaster 
U era, Enzo Guerra '19 


is asking critical, farth-driven 
juestions about the daunting 


DEGREE IN philosophy wasn't 

Enzo Guerra’s first choice. In fact, it 

was the furthest thing from his mind 

during the first-year introduction to 
philosophy course at Redeemer. “Back then, I wasn’t 
really good [at philosophy],” he says. “I remember 
this one time we were doing in-class debates, and it 
was disastrous on my part. People didn’t know what 
I was saying and I didn’t know what I was saying, so 
I got a lot of blank stares. I felt pretty humbled” 


Despite this setback, Guerra was still fascinated 

by what he describes as the “worthwhile and 
meaningful pursuit of life’s biggest questions” So 
much so that he’s now completing a master of arts in 
philosophy at McMaster University. Last fall, he was 
awarded the Joseph Armand Bombardier Canada 
Graduate Scholarship to aid his thesis research on 
the ethical implications of human genome editing. 
Guerra’s focus is on the highly controversial work of 
Chinese scientist He Jiankui, who, in 2018, claimed 
to have created the first genetically modified babies 
through Germline Gene Editing (GGE). Because this 
method is internationally prohibited, Jiankui lost his 
university teaching position, paid a large fine and is 
serving a prison sentence. 


“Essentially, he made changes to their genome which are 
going to be passed on to future offspring. This quickly 
becomes ethically contentious for a few reasons,’ explains 
Guerra. “It brings up the issue of eugenics, a popular method 
in the 20th century. Depending on the intended changes, 

the person's genes are altered to filter out qualities that are 
deemed undesirable, such as a certain disability. There’s the 
additional possibility of biohacking, which allows someone 
to edit an existing pathogen or create a synthetic one to 
wreak havoc. We also have to question GGE’s accessibility and 
whether or not it will widen the inequality we already see in 
society. Basically, my research is asking what germline edits, 
if any, are morally permissible.” 


While delving into such complex moral issues is definitely 
daunting, Guerra credits Redeemer for giving him the wisdom 
and perspective to do so. 


“During my time at Redeemer, I became increasingly convinced 
of some sort of ethical objectivism. That allowed me to see how 
powerful and transformative justice, love, peace and human 
dignity are for the world. These principles, which I came to see 
as qualities one should strive to live by, inform the way 

I approach ethical issues.” @ 
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For Luke McKee ‘14, overcoming a fear 
of flying has opened doors to a rewarding 
career focused on storytelling. 


UKE MCKEE ‘14 most recently worked for World Vision 
L as an editor and videographer, but he first began working in 
communications at a smaller non-profit organization. “In 2015, 
during the Syrian refugee crisis, I travelled with a team to Nepal. 
I’m afraid of flying. I was really skittish, but I just had to rip the bandaid off and 
go, or else I would have missed the opportunity,” 


Since then, McKee’s frequent flyer miles increased as his work took him to 
the skies and across the world to tell the stories of those who would not 
otherwise have a voice. In a World Vision project called 1000 Day Journey, 
documenting the experience of a woman named Mie Mie in Myanmar over 

a five-year period of motherhood was especially challenging and rewarding. 
The team watched, interviewed and conversed with her through many stages 
of motherhood from miscarrying to the birth of her second child. “It was a 
rewarding project to work on to see the progression in person. We saw their 
access to nutrition and education change, and we also saw her husband 


become more helpful. He had gone 
from unsupportive to attentive. It 
was so worthwhile.” 


McKee also worked with World 
Vision on a new project called 
Chosen, which flipped the script on 
their child sponsorship program. 
Members of Soul Sanctuary, a church 
in Winnipeg, MB, took pictures of 
themselves to send to Kenya for the 
child to pick which family would 
sponsor them. McKee was there in 
Winnipeg to film the process and 


“THE HOLISTIC 
EDUCATION 

I RECEIVED AT 
REDEEMER WAS 
CRUCIAL. FROM 
A CRITICAL- 
THINKING 
PERSPECTIVE, 
IT PREPARED ME 
TO BEA BETTER 
STORYTELLER.” 


then immediately flew with a crew to 
Taveta, Kenya to let the child pick the 
family that would sponsor her or him. 


“We finished videoing in the 
Winnipeg church. The envelopes 
were opened on their church stage 
to see who chose them. There were 
definitely tears. It was amazing. 
And professionally, it was an 
accomplishment in building end- 


to-end video. I’m really proud to 
have been a part of it,” says McKee. 
Production of the Chosen project 
is on hold now because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 


McKee credits his time at Redeemer 
for equipping him with the well- 
rounded perspective he brings to 

his work. “The holistic education I 
received at Redeemer was crucial. 
From a critical-thinking perspective, it 
prepared me to be a better storyteller” 


Since COVID-19 spread around the 
globe, flying is no longer in McKee’s 
immediate plans. “Before coronavirus, 
we were pushing towards using local 
people from the places World Vision 
was working in. It will be more cost 
effective. Plus, the end product will 
be better because the people on 
camera will be talking in their own 
language as they interview subjects. 
Coronavirus has just sped that up.” 


Unfortunately, the reality of the pandemic also resulted in McKee leaving his 
position at World Vision in August 2020. However, he plans to keep moving 
forward and apply his well-honed storytelling skills to freelance work. 


“The storytelling craft I was able to develop at World Vision is something 
I continue to use to this day across all freelance projects. Whether it’s a 
corporate promotional video or short documentary on food scarcity in 
Canada, there's always a story of connection and emotion that can be 
discovered and shared on screen.” @ 
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SINCE REDEEMER 


Sharing the stories 


We have over 6,000 alumni all over the world 
who have all types of life experiences in all types 
of careers. We're sharing their stories on social 
media, with the hashtag #SinceRedeemer, 
and in the pages of each issue of Resound. 


JEREMY THUDIAN '20 


Soon after graduating in May 
2020, Jeremy accepted a position 
as conference coordinator at 
Capernwray Harbour Bible Centre 
in British Columbia. He works with 
Bible school students in various 
capacities including planning 
student events and ministering 

to them over a cup of coffee or a 
walk on the beach. In the summer, 
he also works with various guests 
who come to the centre for outdoor 
education, private retreats and 
Bible conferences. Jeremy lives in 
Thetis Island, British Columbia. 


AREN PLANTE 719 


Aren Plante received his 
master of public administration 
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in local government from 
Western University. In June 
2020, he launched his career 
as legislative and committee 
coordinator with the Town of 
Lincoln, where he acts as a key 
liaison between his department 
and members of the public. 
Aren lives in Caledonia, Ontario. 


JOHANNA VAN DER 

PLAS '18 

A few months after her 
graduation, Johanna and her 
husband, Laurence, moved 
to the small town of Bunbury, 
Western Australia. As the media 
coordinator at Bunbury Cathedral 
Grammar School, she uses the 
well-honed writing skills she 
gained at Redeemer to effectively 
communicate to her audience 
despite cultural differences. 
Johanna and Laurence were 
blessed with the birth of their 


daughter, Hannah, in March 2020. 


CAMERON 
GROENENDIJK 715 
& SAMANTHA 
GROENENDIJK 114 


Cameron and Samantha 
reside in Mitchell, Manitoba. 
Samantha recently accepted 
the position of vice president 
of external relations at 
Providence University College 
and Theological Seminary. 
Cameron is in his second full- 
time teaching term at Landmark 
Collegiate, where he teaches 
math and science to Grade 8 
and 9 students. 


JOEL & RACHEL 
DYXHOORN '09 


Joel just entered his second 
year as vice principal of Toronto 
District Christian High School 

in Woodbridge, Ontario and 

is taking his master of school 
leadership through Dordt 
University. Rachel sells her own 
artisan home decor though her 
business, RE Designs, while also 
running asmall home daycare. 
They live in Rexdale, Ontario with 
their two boys, Colton 

and Ezekiel. 


Have a story to share? 
Post it on social media, tag 
us and use the hashtag 
#SinceRedeemer, or email 
alumni@redeemer.ca. 
We'd love to hear from and 
connect with you! 


TD Insurance | Ready 
Meloche Monnex for you 


Go to tdinsurance.com/melochemonnex 


The TD Insurance Meloche Monnex home and auto insurance program is underwritten by Security National Insurance Company and distributed in Quebec by Meloche 
Monnex Insurance and Financial Services Inc., Damage Insurance Agency, and in the rest of Canada by TD Insurance Direct Agency Inc. Our address: 50 Place 
Crémazie, 12th Floor, Montréal, Québec H2P 1B6. 


Due to provincial legislation, this car and recreational insurance program is not offered in British Columbia, Manitoba or Saskatchewan. 
® The TD logo and other trademarks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or its subsidiaries. 8249-0320 


LAB LIFE 


Students participate 
in a biology lab 
wearing extra personal 
protective equipment. 
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miicetiire 
Hope 


Reading Scripture as 
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vale syucroyeret-l k-yy (oyu 
earlier this year sparked a strong and 
continuous outcry about injustice, 
violence and anti-Black racism that 
stubbornly persists in society. 


Rev. Dr. Esau McCaulley knows this 
struggle well, having grown up in the 
southern U.S. His new book, Reading 
While Black: African American 
Biblical Interpretation as an Exercise 
in Hope, explains that the practice 

of Bible reading and ecclesial 
interpretation is a key tool in the 
fight for hope and justice. 


“This type of interpretation has 
provided hope because when 

the enslaved Black and Brown 
people turned to these texts they 
discovered in them a God who is 

a friend and not an enemy, says 
McCaulley. “The incarnation, life, 
death, resurrection and ascension of 
Christ stand at the centre of all my 
hopes. Hope is not in this passage or 
that one. The whole of the Bible is 
bursting with possibility” 


McCaulley is the winner of the 2020 
Emerging Public Intellectual Award. 
The award, hosted by Redeemer 
University and sponsored by Acton 
Institute, Cardus, the Center for 
Public Justice, the Council for 
Christian Colleges and Universities 
(CCCU) and Henry Institute, is 


New Testament 
scholar and Anglican priest 
Rev. Dr. Esau McCaulley, 
the 2020 Emerging Public 
Intellectual Award winner, 
is helping to share Black 


perspectives on biblical 
interpretation. 


If | Fol aal=14al ale meer 
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intended to recognize and foster emerging talent, those working in the 
Christian academy who excel in both academic and public spheres and whose 
work impacts the common good. 


His first book, Sharing in the Son’s Inheritance: Davidic Messianism and Paul’s 
Worldwide Interpretation of the Abrahamic Land Promise in Galatians, published 
in 2019, explores the link between Paul's belief that Jesus is Israel’s Messiah, 

and his interpretation of the Abrahamic Land Promise in Galatians. McCaulley 
completed his doctoral studies at the University of St Andrews where he studied 
under the direction of N.T. Wright. He currently serves as assistant professor 

of New Testament at Wheaton College, where his work and public voice have 
earned him the role of contributing opinion writer for The New York Times. 


“His work is profound and important, provocative, accessible and of 

the moment,’ says Dr. Stan Rosenberg, vice president for research and 
scholarship at the CCCU. “He not only challenges his readers to think 
critically and carefully, he asks the challenging questions in a manner that 
urges you to think and act together with him and the broader community. 
His work inspires us to seriously engage ‘Black ecclesial interpretation’ and 
in doing so reach toward a better biblical hermeneutic sensitive to a greater 
depth and variety of cultural manifestations. We can then more honestly 
and adequately worship and read about the work of God that crosses 
cultures, deeply incarnates each in particular ways, and builds a bigger 
picture of God wherein each culture’s insights complement the others” 


McCaulley aims to point out that everyone comes to Scripture with different 
life experiences and cultural perspectives. “Black biblical interpretation 
simply puts a name to a common reality that we are all shaped by our 
experiences and we bring those experiences to the process of interpretation,’ 
he says. “This does not mean that the text changes in meaning depending on 
your ethnicity or race. That would be a strange idea! But it does mean that 

I might have some insights because I came to the text asking a particular 

set of questions that others might not ask because they didn’t have those 
experiences. That is also true going the other way. Other cultures might be 
able to point out my blind spots. The goal is that together we might discern 
what God would have us do” 


clubs to the larger chu 
“We're looking forward t 
in conversations about r. 
diversity from a Reformed 
perspective, and we're exci 
able to use this book as a s 
for discussion; says Dr. D 
provost and vice president, 
“It provides a much-needed 
perspective at this time in hi: 
Redeemer also plans to host 
for on-campus speaking events ' 
pandemic restrictions allow. 


Though McCaulley says his entry 
the public square through speaking 
and writing has been unexpected, he 
wants people to know that anyone 
wondering about the church's message 
in this moment could benefit from his 
| ofoye) emmy -V in oLoLured oW Low [sw coer b score Koy omy ac 
particular questions being raised by 
the African American community, it is 
not a book closed off from the rest of 
the church and the world” 


Be (ODOR ISENCOSIIN 
THIS PASSAGE OR 
THAT ONE. THE 
WHOLE OF THE 


BIBLE IS BURSTING 
WITH POSSIBILITY.” 


“I hope that my writing and speaking 
bnnXore(o)p-meceynnloytat-laleeKemulxeuolels 
theological reflection, careful biblical 
interpretation and a realistic analysis 
of the present moment,’ McCaulley 
says. “I hope that people can see 

that the Scriptures, the church, and 
most importantly God himself have 
something to say about every arena of 
1s oolered at or-naver-CernCoyoMam I’) 
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Mission 


Two new Redeemer faculty 
members discuss integrating 
faith and learning. 


INCE ITS ESTABLISHMENT in 1982, Redeemer 
University’s vision has been to offer a post-secondary liberal 
arts and sciences education that is “unabashedly Christ-centred 
and prepares students to reflect a distinctive worldview in any 
vocation and place they are called.” To that end, it is imperative that faculty 
members across all disciplines are committed to and passionate about 
exemplifying Christ’s message in their beliefs, character and classroom 
material. For two new faculty members, it is exactly the opportunity they 
have been looking for. 
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into Christ’s 


“Higher education from a Christian 
perspective has a really appealing 
holism that involves pursuing 
education as an expression of your 
faith” says Dr. David Hoekman, 
associate professor of biology. 

“I grew up going to Christian schools 
and attending Reformed churches, 
so coming to Redeemer felt like 
returning to my theological home.” 


Hoekman comes to Redeemer after 
teaching at Southern Nazarene 
University in Oklahoma, where he says 
he truly came to appreciate the value 
of Christian education. His faith is now 
something that consciously informs 
his teaching and research. 


“HAVING THE 
BASIS THAT GOD 
CREATED THE 
WORLD REALLY 
CHANGES YOUR 
PERSPECTIVE 
ON HOW YOU 
VIEW THE 
SCIENCES.” 


“I definitely think about general 
revelation and teaching and research 
as a way to learn about God by 
studying his creation. It also motivates 
me to serve God and my neighbour 

in terms of creation care through 
stewardship of the environment’ 


Dr. Byul Gloria Kim also started 
teaching at Redeemer this fall as 
an assistant professor of health 


| love working with 
students and seeing 
their fresh perspectives, 
openness and optimism.” 


sciences. Like Hoekman, she also Redeemer’s mission 
views studying the sciences as a to seek and live out 
glimpse into God’s masterful plan Christ’s sovereignty 
behind creation. in and through all 
things. 
“Having the basis that God created 
the world really changes your “That’s kind of the 
perspective on how you view approach I take, that faith, life and learning are all linked very closely,’ says 
the sciences,” she says. “When Hoekman. “It’s so refreshing not to have to divide up my spiritual life from my 
I approach my methods and professional life, it’s all a very combined thing. As far as the formation of post- 
research, I try to think of it as the secondary students goes, that’s also really appealing because I love working 
discovery of what God has created with students and seeing their fresh perspectives, openness and optimism” 
already and not finding something 
new myself. Faith always becomes In addition to echoing Hoekman’s sentiments when it comes to Redeemer’s 
the basis of what I do.” mission and her personal faith background, Kim also stated that she is excited 
about the opportunity to learn from seasoned faculty members. 
Seeing God’s influence as an 
intrinsic part of the scientific “I want to learn how other faculty members are teaching their courses in 
method is, ultimately, what the scope of Christianity and how they're impacting students in the sciences,” 
attracted both professors to their she explains. “So, I think that’s the main reason why I made the transition 
individual positions. Rather than to Redeemer.” 
assuming a separation between 
faith and academics, the two As they embark on their first fall semester, Hoekman and Kim look forward to 
are inextricably bound through taking these dearly held ideas and putting them into practice in the classroom. 


“Tl try my best to impart this worldview to the students 
and incorporate my faith and values when I prepare 

my lectures. Even when I’m putting PowerPoint slides 
together, I think about Redeemer’s mission,“ says Kim. 
“In the classroom itself, I’m also going to try my best to 
interact with students and answer any questions they 
have about faith and the sciences.” 


“I'm really excited about doing field-based labs 

that provide an opportunity to get outside and 
experience God’s creation together,’ says Hoekman, 
“I'm also teaching a core course, and am looking 
forward to teaching students about the ways that 
faith and science overlap and work through any 
conflicts that might arise. A faith-based university 

is definitely the right setting for these conversations 
to take place.” @ 
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Transformative 
Care in the 
Classroom 


Dr. Sean Schat, assistant 
professor of education, 
advocates the necessity of 
educational care for students 
and teachers alike. 


R. SEAN SCHAT has made education 
his life’s work. Along with several years as a 
teacher, principal, vice principal and director 
of staff development at various Christian 

high schools in Ontario, he earned a PhD in education, 
cognition and learning from Brock University. He now 
teaches full time at Redeemer, the place where he received 
his undergraduate degree and developed a perspective 
that would tremendously impact his career. 


“My interactions with my professors and classmates 

[at Redeemer] played a profound role in shaping my 
worldview and helping me recognize the importance of 
moving past worldview-in-theory and into worldview-in- 
action,’ he says. “I was also given the ability to ask tough 
questions and wade into messy territory.” 


Schat always had a passion for working with youth and 
young adults, which was further strengthened by his 
work as a counsellor at various summer camps. He also 
drew inspiration from his parents, both highly respected 
teachers in his hometown Christian elementary and 
secondary schools. As his career progressed, Schat 
dedicated his time to the crucial study of educational 
care, an area which he feels is not receiving enough 
consideration in many classrooms. 


“Educational care occurs when a student requires that 
the teacher care for him or her as a person, a learner and 
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a member of the classroom community. I describe these 
as the three dimensions of educational care: personal, 
pedagogical and interpersonal. Almost all teachers tend 
to communicate with and demonstrate caring actions 
toward their students, but this doesn’t necessarily mean 
that the students perceive or experience care” 


In particular, Schat’s research distinguishes between 

the offering of care, presented in caring intentions and 
actions, and the successful communication of care, which 
factors in the response of the cared-for. 


“According to the research literature, educational care 
positively influences student engagement and motivation 


Ps » 


My interactions 
with my professors 
and classmates 
played a profound 
role in shaping 

my worldview.” 


as well as a sense of belonging and preparedness, which 
then correlates to improved student achievement. The 
successful communication of educational care can also 
transform the student-teacher relationship, which allows 
the teacher to be a trusted sounding board and influence” 


Schat’s dedication to educational care has led to 
countless hours of research, which he has presented 

to individual Christian schools and Christian school 
administrators. In 2018, he presented his findings at the 
International Christian Community of Teacher Educators 
(ICCTE) conference and wrote an article titled ‘Exploring 
Care in Education’ for the ICCTE Journal. Most recently, 


T 
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he collaborated with fellow education professors Paul 
Shotsberg and Cathy Freytag to co-author the first 
chapter of the book How Shall We Then Care?: A Christian 
Educator's Guide to Caring for Self, Learners, Colleagues 
and Community. Despite these achievements, what Schat 
finds most rewarding is his interactions with students 
and colleagues. 


“Tve experienced my entire career as a calling. Although it 
hasn't always been easy, I’ve seen this in small moments, 
where I’ve blessed and been blessed by students and 
colleagues. I've also experienced it in larger moments, 
such as when I'm designing and implementing effective, 
influential curriculums and seeing my research bear fruit 
for teachers and students.” 


When it comes to his faith, Schat believes that it is 
inextricably intertwined with his career. “I believe that 

the communication of care is directly related to the ‘love 
mandate’ Christians are called to love God and love others. 
Indeed, loving others is one of the ways we communicate 
our love for God. We also reflect God’s image in doing so” 


In keeping with this, Schat strives to advocate 
educational care as not just an idea, but a tangible 
expression of Christ’s love. He explains that, in some 
cases, even the noblest Christians can unwittingly cause 
harm due to improper execution of their intentions. 


“Too often, there is a disconnect between our intentions 
and our impact. I believe that a greater awareness 

of the distinction between the offering of care and 

its successful communication will help Christians 
successfully demonstrate God's love, therefore allowing 
more people to meet Christ in and through us and hear 
the message of his call.” @ 
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TERROR AND 
TRUTH IN JUDGES 


In his new commentary on the book of 
Judges, associate professor of religion and 
theology Dr. David Beldman explains why this 
violent, often misunderstood section of the 
Bible is still relevant for modern Christians. 


LTHOUGH IT HAS made up a large portion of his 
career, Dr. David Beldman’s work on and fascination with the 
book of Judges can best be described as a happy accident. 


“When I got into my PhD program, I wanted to research how endings work 
in Old Testament literature,” he says. “Judges was on a list of a number of 
books that I was going to look at, so I started with it and soon realized I had 
a whole dissertation. I just moved forward with that, and when I finished my 
PhD, because I was sort of an expert in Judges, I got a couple of contracts to 
write books.” 


Beldman’s latest book, a commentary on Judges as part of Eerdamn’s Two 
Horizons Old Testament Commentary series, addresses how the book’s message 
is still relevant for Christians despite its ancient context and often violent stories. 


“We, in a sense, have the same calling as Israel, which is to be a light to 
the nations and to carry out God’s mission. So our calling is the same, 
and I think the lessons that we learn from Israel’s bad behaviour in Judges 
can teach us about the trappings of idolatry and how that comprises said 


mission. The Ancient Near-Eastern 
context is very different from ours, 
but it’s still kind of like a mirror. 

I think we often shy away from 
Judges because of the stories of 
violence and injustice, but in reality, 
I think they should actually make us 
turn to it because of the answers for 
the violent times we find ourselves 
in as well” 


Despite its troubling nature, 
Beldman insists that taking a 
close look at Judges has actually 
strengthened and even led to a 
greater maturing of his faith. 


“MY RELATIONSHIP 
WITH CHRIST, 
KNOWING WHO 
HE IS AND THAT 
HE’S IN CONTROL, 
FREES ME UP TO 
ASK THOSE HARD 
QUESTIONS OF 
THE TEXT WHILE 
MAINTAINING MY 
TRUST IN GOD.” 


“I was raised believing that I had to 
intuitively trust Scripture. I think 

I initially approached it with this naive 
trust, but I think I've moved beyond 
that into really seeing what God is at 
work doing in that particular time in 
Israel’s history. My relationship with 
Christ, knowing who he is and that 
he’s in control, frees me up to ask 
those hard questions of the text while 
maintaining my trust in God’ @ 


FACULTY PROFILE 


Redeemer 


Dr. Morgan Braganza 
iS an assistant professor 


In applied social sciences. 


Home Base 


| was born in Scarborough, 
Ontario and lived in several small 
towns as a child including Port 
Elgin, Paisley and Hanover. When 
| was eight years old, my family 
moved to Kitchener, and | have 
lived there ever since. | consider 
Kitchener to be home, but my 
heart belongs to rural Ontario. 


Stimulating Subject Matter 


Together with a group of youth 
and adults, | run a Christian 
community-based sports 
ministry called Kung-Fu for 
Christ. Teaching kung-fu to 
children youth and adults, 
especially those who are 
vulnerable and excluded from 
their communities, has been 
so rewarding. 


Teaching Tips 


My favourite teaching technique 
is based on a leadership strategy 
(because | choose to see all 
students as leaders-in-training). 
Briefly, the idea is: (1) | do and you 
watch me; (2) | do and you help 
me; (3) you do and | help you; 
then (4) you do and | watch you. 
Not only does this technique help 
get ideas across to students in a 
deeper and more meaningful way, 
it helps students become leaders 


In 2012, God called me to begin 

a PhD. Like the Prophet Jonah, 

| said “no” and tried to avoid this 
calling. But, God opened every 
door to make a PhD possible, so 

| reluctantly pursued his calling. 
Part of my story is that my eight- 
year Journey was very difficult and 
complicated, and had many costs 
to me and others. But because 
the journey was challenging, 

| learned many lessons about the 
importance of trusting God (e.g., 
his will for my life), perseverance 
and hope. | engaged in daily 
prayer seeking God's guidance 
and strength. In return, | have 
never experienced God's strength, 
love, wisdom and peace as | did 


during this very difficult journey. 

For that, | am eternally grateful that 
| eventually said "yes" to God's 
calling for my life! 


In Conversation with Christ 


| have so many questions to ask 
Jesus when | see him face to face, 
but one of them will be, “What 
would you like me to do now?" In 
God's Kingdom on earth, | engage 
in social work. When God has 
made all things new, | trust that 
there will be no more need for 
social work. This means that | will 
need something else to do! 


Redeemer Love 


My favourite thing about Redeemer 
is the nature of this community. 

| experience the entire Redeemer 
communhity as genuinely seeking to 
produce the fruit of the Spirit. (Gal. 
5:22-23). People in this community, 
for instance, demonstrate love 

and kindness toward one another. 
Even when mistakes are made 

(as will inevitably happen in all 
communhities), people show grace 
and mercy, and forebear with one 
another. This kind of community 

is hard to find, so |am grateful and 
blessed to be part of it! @ 
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Professor Emerita Dr. Elaine Botha 
passed away on July 8, 2020, at the 
age of 81. Botha taught philosophy and 
served as vice president, academic at 
Redeemer from 1995 to 2000 and as 
director of the Dooyewerd Centre from 
2000 to 2004. 

Always a dedicated scholar, Botha 
spent the early 1970s earning two 
doctorates: one in cultural studies from 
the then Potchefstroom University 
for Christian Higher Education in her 
native South Africa and the other in 
philosophy of the social sciences from 
the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. Her 
vast list of publications offers valuable 
insights on the role of metaphor in 
religion, science and everyday thought. 
While studying and teaching in 
South Africa, Botha fought against the 
discrimination and misogyny inherent 
to Afrikaner Christian-nationalism. 

In 1977, she was a signatory of the 
Koinonia Declaration, which denied 
a biblical foundation for the racism of 
apartheid political theology. She did 
this despite the cost making such a 
public statement could have had for 
her social standing and career. 

Botha continued to teach part time 
at Redeemer until 2010 when she 
married Dutch Reformational economist 
and politician Bob Goudzwaard at the 
age of 71. The two retired in Eastern 
Cape, South Africa. 

On July 9, 2020, the flag on 
Redeemer's campus was flown at 
half-mast in honour of Botha. Her kind 
demeanour, unbridled passion and 
brilliant mind have left an enduring 
impact on the Redeemer community. 
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TAKING NOTE 


A look at two new staff 
members we welcomed 
this past Summer. 


Redeemer welcomed Hank de Jong '99 as the new associate 
vice president, external relations in August. As the former 
executive director of EduDeo Ministries, de Jong brings 
extensive experience in local and international stakeholder 
relations, fundraising and leadership development. He holds 
a master of arts in leadership from Trinity Western University, 
a bachelor of arts in psychology and sociology from 
Redeemer, and is enrolled in Arrow Leadership's Executive 
Stream Program. In 2017, he was the recipient of Redeemer's 
Distinguished Alumni Award. Outside of work, de Jong serves 
his community as an auxiliary police constable, an elder at 

his church, a foster parent, a volunteer with a minor hockey 
league and a board member with Canadian Christian Relief 
and Development Association. 


Julie Kingma 


Redeemer welcomed Julie Kingma as the new director 

of student health and wellness in July. With more than 23 
years of nursing experience in primary healthcare, Kingma 
has the knowledge and expertise necessary to manage 
Redeemer's first-ever student health clinic and support, 
where possible, other health and wellness initiatives on 
campus. She holds both a primary healthcare nurse 
practitioner certificate and a bachelor of science in nursing 
from McMaster University. 
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The admissions team is setting up 
virtual and in-person visits with 
students from across the country 
based on these recommendations! 


To submit your student 
recommendation visit 
redeemer.ca/recommend 


COMING EVENTS 


Despite gatherings being limited 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 


Redeemer is still holding a number 


of virtual events this fall. 


Distinguished Alumni 
Award 2020 Reception 


NOVEMBER 2 / VIRTUAL 


redeemer.ca/2020- 
distinguished-alumni-award- 
virtual-reception 


Join the Redeemer community 
for this reception in celebration 
of Angela Reitsma Bick, the 2020 
Distinguished Alumni Award 
winner. Angela will receive her 
award virtually in recognition 

of her work as editor-in-chief 

of the Christian Courier. She 
recently celebrated 10 years at 
the newspaper and her work has 
been described by philosopher 
Calvin Seerveld as "redemptive 
journalism." She is the recipient 
of three Word Awards in different 
categories as well as the 
Canadian Church Press's A.C. 
Forrest Memorial Award for “The 
Stained-Glass Ceiling.” She was 
also recognized by the Word 
Guild in 2018 for publishing 
content that promotes social 
justice. 
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REUNION 
10/20/30 Reunion 


NOVEMBER 7 / VIRTUAL 


redeemer.ca/102030reunion 


Redeemer is hosting a virtual 
reunion honouring the classes 
of '90, '00 and '10. Members 
of these classes are invited 

to participate and share in 
this virtual experience with 
former classmates and faculty. 
Highlights of the event include 
a fireside chat with president 
Robert Graham and Hank de 
Jong, a campus tour video, 
individual class reunions 

and faculty videos. Come 

and celebrate this important 
milestone! 


Fall Mainstage: Stranger 
in the Land 


DECEMBER 12 / VIRTUAL 


Redeemer's fall mainstage, 
Stranger in the Land, is the 
story of awoman coming to 
terms with generational trauma 
and her connection to the 
people who survived the Nazi 
occupation of the Netherlands, 
who then immigrated to 
Canada. What are the stories, 


and secrets that seem to disturb 
this woman born long after 

the war has ended? This is a 
remount of a play first done 

at Redeemer in 1995, now to 
celebrate the liberation of the 
Netherlands 75 years after 
the Canadians and Americans 
liberated the country. The play 
will be released virtually. More 
details to come. 


Reading While Black 


JANUARY 27 / VIRTUAL 


2020 Emerging Public 
Intellectual Award winner 

Rev. Dr. Esau McCaulley is 

no stranger to the injustice, 
violence and anti-Black racism 
that stubbornly persists in 
society, having grown up in 

the southern US. His new 

book, Reading While Black: 
African American Biblical 
Interpretation as an Exercise in 
Hope, explains that the practice 
of Bible reading and ecclesial 
interpretation is a key tool in the 
fight for hope and justice. Fora 
refundable deposit, community 
members can reserve book 
packs to read together in 

their book clubs and homes. 

To reserve yours, please 

email Kristel Forcier, the 
campus bookstore manager, 

at kforcier@redeemer.ca. 
Redeemer is also planning a 
virtual event with Dr. McCaulley 
on January 27, 2021. Stay 
tuned for more details. 
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